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Youth Internships: Changing with the seasons

YOUTH PROGRAMS UPDATE

Each year, SLUG Youth Programs provide more
than 100 San Francisco tecnagens with the
chance to take on the challenges of paid employ-

ment, education, carcer development and

Alnoes Simpson anad Shawn Brown learned che value of
hard work this summer ar the Sc Marys Urban Youch

Farine. Our photagrapher canghe them daring one of
cheir Brreaks.
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with other teens, learning abour gardening,
helping the community, and earning their own
spending money. And, as the city changes, these
opporiinities are even moie iinpertant

As love-income housing disappeas and the cosr
of living rises, it is becoming incrensingly difficule
for families o survive in San Francisoo. The sue-
cess ol our neighbocosds depends on the
streagrh and empewerment of our young peojl
SLUNS is helpimg youth meer their financial
needs, while providing essenial job reaning,
soial service refermal, and educananal suppaor,
W empower youth o iomprove their awn lives
anel coneribure posicively o their communities.

We arc responding ar the grasstooes level o
the educarienal needs ol youth as well. An aver-
whelming majority of the wens in our programs

- cire finishing high schookand getting inta cal-

g lr.'ffc amang their gnmgﬂm werns. In response,
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port this year, expanding our wroring progrm

anel educational workshaps.

My wiork is important ta ma because | feed like
I'm daing something positive an my oen, 2nd
it makies e feel ke fmoan independent per-
san, I'm eaming monsy an my own, and Fm
working hard for it

CARLIMANWILLIAMS, YOUTH INTERM

WORKING 1IN THE GARDEM

SLING continues o build wpen the hortcoloueal
reabning which is che Foundasion of our yourh
programs. This season, YGI yourh developed
positive workplace behavior a5 they worked
together pardening and landscaping at the S,
Mary’s Youch Farmoand the Danble Rock
Community Garden, Wherher Buirvesting and
Ji:itrihming__ porarnes in the lae somomer o
planting cover crops fie the winter scason, our
staft was consisiently impressed with the coaper-
ative cfforr and enchistason thar the SLUG reens
displayed in their projecrs. And as always,
.-‘;Jr.-nun}r and Dowble Rock sesidents wore
pleased oo soccive die fresh froie and vegerables
aulrivared by SLUG Youth Incerns.

T the fll, 25 youth warked at the Famm after
school and on Sawrdays, plancing sernvberrics,
onians, and Fiva beans, The reens learned the
hasics of composting, seed saving, and heekeeping,
spending lots of time and enengy m ensue pro-
dustive goil, & bountful garden arc aod bussing
bee hives, The youth interns also developed jobs

H’ﬂilﬁl‘lﬁ anvd ||.:.‘h’|{:rsl'|1i1 skills while wurk]ng on a

vanety of landscaping and restoraton projects.

ACADEMIC SUIPPORT AMD EXPLORATION

This year we are strengthening the academic
support and meorial service component of
SLUGs youth programs, When they returned 1o
school in Seprember, yourh incerns received after
schoal homework assistance on 2 weekly basis.
Tnwerns were requited to maincain a 2.0 GPA,
and studicd with staff duning program hours ta
keep thetr grades up. In educational workshops,
reens were challenged o examine issues ranging
from Tomd seeuriny 1o recyeling to ST preven-
rion, and relleceed upon these sopics through

reading, writing, and discussion.

| fee| wonderful because 1am helping the com-
munity and the ecosystemn by making it clesnen
I'm also showing pecple that kids are doing
something good, and that sterectypes are wrang.
—SALTER, PINELLYOLITH IMTERM

The Yaurh I'}q-mrtmml i anlicipating contin-
wed siccess as we look towards the winter
progeam, which will expand, as it does every
winter, (o inclinde 20 new teens o the Woodside
Landscape Internship based av the Youth
Gontelance Center,

— MOLLY SCHUBERTE
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