@/ outh Programs Update

SLUG's youth programs offer teenagers in
San Francisco the opportunity to earm money,
grow food, become leaders, landscape public
spaces, make friends and effect positive social
change. Each year, over 200 young people -
primarily fram low income families in the
City's southeast neighborhoods - work with
S5LUG on a variety of projects including: wet-
lands and native habitac restoration, bee hive
management and organic food production at
the S¢. Mary's Urban Youch Farm, landscap-
ing and composting at the Youth Guidance
Center (Juvenile Hall}, greenhouse propaga-
tion at the Log Cabin Ranch Schoal in La
Honda. and envirenmental justice advocacy.

Community service is integral te all SLLIG
youth programs. Teens bring fresh produce
door-e-door in public housing communities.
Orchers beautify and maintain publie faciliies
likee Juvenile Hall, and share their newfound
understanding of communicy development
and social justice with San Francisce pelidcians:

SLUG's youth employment programs incor-
perate classes in horticulture, San Francisco
social history and career development. With
regular reading and writing assignments,
SLUG yourh are encouraged to reflect on
the program, their groweh within it, and the
world around them. And, SLUG seaff help
our youth connect with any services they
may need, including counseling, tutoring,
menterships and further job training.

For more informaticn about the Youth
Garden Internship, Woodside Landscape
Internship, Log Cabin Aftercare Program,
Enwiranmental justice Youth Program, the
Yauth Conservation Leadership Program, the
Green Team, or the Log Cabin Horticulture
Training Program, call 285-5LUG.

-Rachel Brahinsky, Yoush Programs
Comrdinator

SLUG wishes the best af tuck to Lawvie Belron
wrho, afier three years with the Youth Depeare-
mient, Lefi the organization this winter.
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Youth Perspective:

SLUG

My first day here it was ol gravy

But my momma wasn't even feelin’ Alernany
So | played by the rules

Then it was time for back to school

Ard my daddy didn't wanna buy no shoes

S0 | came Back then

and SLUG folks become my fricods

5o I bula-hoed ond shaveled again

I woodchipped the ground

I weeded the weeds

I planted the plants

on my hdnds and knees

When | gat my first check of course | wos pleased
cause | put in hard work for all my money
And at the end of the show

when it wis time o go

I pot ant award for, well, you know

most hard worker

couse [ tried my best

And [ wasn't even trifsfrin’ off the rest

So naw it's Christmas time

mnd what’s mine is mine

To make my lights at home shine

And it's not just for the fetd

cause | ke to gpo out to Alemany

or visit the SLUG

to se¢ all the work | put in for Aot and T

and whert | po heme and look at my dirty shoes
Last but not Jeast | remember fason tog

But it’s cool

And now I'm picked to be a leader

Cause the word follower don't even go with Schyne
One day ' with Carl, three days I'm with y'all

~And just cagseil got @ job, schoal is not o downfall

Su.asr-'fﬁg as | SJ&QEEM

And FURTERENT tive to receive

sef ch;m'? to work with my comrmnity
Even ﬁi-:ﬁreans'-‘g‘é't.iing a little dirty

e | keep my eyes open to all epportunity
Far things that benefit none other than me.
Selvyrieidie Welliams

Sefneicle Williams won ﬁ.r:: et vty HT poeam
SELR Tidemt Shener fieie Precenber.
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building community rhrough pardening and greening

Habitat Conservation Update

ining Hands on the Hill

The beauty of restoration is In comimunity.
This year on Bayview Hill, a growing number
of stewards worked and celebrared, Joining in
the efforts were SLUG youth, crews and
friends, Recreation and Park Department swaff,
Americorps educarors, California Mative Plant
Society volunteers, Green City Project staff,
Bret Harte school children and communicy
residents, And a diverse community of native
plants and animals were offared some procec-
tion-the rare 5an Francisce callingia showed
its delicate blossoms this spring, bunch grasses
bowed in the wind, and Red Tail hawk huned
the hillside praivie. All surrounded by the cigy!
Truly a miracle.

Wetlands and Trails

The hopes and dreams of hundreds of people
are coming to life on Pier 98-Heran's Head
Park, as giant tracrors shape the land to cre-
ate more wetlands, bird-viewing areas and
picnic spots. Soon, neighbors and schaalchild-
ren from around the ciy will enjoy the native
plants, the pelicans, herons and cormorant
birds, and amazing share [ife at the water's
edge. This spring. SLUG will landscape the
new park with the Californiz Conservation
Corps and the San Francizco Ccnsemtlcn
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Parenting Plants and People at Log Cabin
Ranch Mursery

Thousands of native plants and dozens of
young men are nurtured ac this nursery
nestled into the Santa Cruz meuntains above
San Gregorio beach, You can see the plants
growing at habitar rescoration sites like Lake
Merced, San Bruno Mountin and the St
Mary's Urban Youth Farm. Or come to
SLUGTs plant sales to get some for your own
garden. Yeouth graduates of our vocational
herticulwre program at the Log Cabin Ranch
are now working hard at SLUG and around
the City growing the thriving gardens of their
own lives,

Youth Conservation Leadership at the Farm

The windmill is twrning, the pond is full,
shawy Bgrets are visitng, and Youth
Conservation Leaders are Yeading field trips

at che 5L Mary's Farm! Teens have learned

to identify native plants, test water for a range
of pollutants and are well-aquipped to bring
their new knowledge to the community. Drap
by for a visit to see the wonders of our new
wildlife habicat areas,

Urban Earth-Digging in

Qur new soil and compost business-Urban
Edith-is gaining ground with a new, q’por‘gilna-
tor and a bold vision for hianken@thg Tity
vm.h galr-:iem;c grown in SLUG soil. Until our
ﬁt‘.&t sml amm'ldrncrns are read}r Fc:r‘ m'n ket

you can buy our ried-and-true woodchip
rinilch for $3 a bag at the SLUG office {call
ahead to chack on availabilicy). or drop off
brush fer chipping at the Farm on Sawrdays
from 9 am. to 3 pom.
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alf the froirs of their labor i
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