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COMMUNMITY SUPPOICTED AGRICUTTURE (C5A)
This summer, the Urbar: Agriculnire wam ar
SLUG has been concentmcing irs efforis on male-
g fresh, local and orpanic produce readily
available 1o the Bayview Hunters Poine communi-
ties, W looked beyond our own farms, St Mary's
Usban Youch Farm and the Double Bock
Cormmunity Garden, for new sources of organic,
local and affordable produce for the communiey.
Tos this end, we have eszablished @ connection with
Winter Creek Gardens, sn organic fanm based in
Fumsey, CA Winter Creeld runs a Communiry
Supparred Agriculture {CSA) program, which cn
best b described a5 a direer markering program
Lesween the farmer and the consumer, The princ-
ple sl 2 C5A s 1o link food producers to their
conswmers through woekly deliveries of fresh pro-
duce. This program pives the consumer the
oppormuniry oo know exactly how their food is
grown and who is growing it Many small, srganic
tarmns operae CSA programs, piving, them a niche
market when competing with lape-scabe industrisl
farms,

Members of the Wineer Creel CSA pay vne
manth upfront for four weeldy Instllmens of
fruees and vegetables. The Farmers an Winger Creck
drap off 2 box of produce every Wedneday w the
SLUG office where membes can pick up their
b the same day, The fuers have warked with
us oo make their weeldy Loxes of produce as
affordable ws posible — just 510 1w 513 dollars a
week or a big, besuiful box of organically grown
vegetahles and fruie. (1 vou are interested in join-
ing, the CSA, contact Paula Jones ar SLUG) The
experience of the C8A ar STUG has led vs 1o
waplote wther options for providing fresh organic
[ruits and vegerables o the community, such as
the creation of 2 local Farmes’s Mearket in the
Bayview Huoncers Point area. s part of our ow-
reach effore o expand the CSA, we have donasd
boxes of Winrer Creck Gardens’ produce to many
loeal commmunity and senior centers, Most of the
produce prown ar Sr Marys and Double Rock i
also donared ro senior centers, centers for the dis-

abled, ar distributed 1o the local community.

COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION
Many people contribure to the success of

St. Marys Urban Yourh Fairm and Double
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Rock Community Garden. The falks in
Urban Agriculiure would like to recognize
the effores of these hard warkers for the
contributions they have made wo che sue-
cess of our farms, Students from Lick
Wilmerding and Oceana High Schools
worked hard at Se. Mary’s Farm planting
collards and zuechini while fulfilling the
cominunity service component of their cur-
riculum. A group af 20 Americorp
volunteers recencly planted potatocs, and
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A GCETT volunteer and s youth from the commu-

niry 1eam up at Dooble Rock Commonity Ganden 1o
learn abour pardening, food, and sharing cuperivnos,

Boy Scour groups and Bike Aid volunreers
have helped out at St Mary's Farm by
planting crops and removing weeds,
Sumner is the busiest rime ar the faurms, with
tours and volunteer geoups, Mowers blooming
and vegetables ro be harvesred, not to menton
the Youth Gardening Intership which brings G0
vouth te wark ar St Mary's and Double Rock!
W are srepping np eur autreach effores theough
surveys, Ayvers and workshops at the farms w
increase communicy participation. Boch Fuwme
arganized sitccessful Earth Day cvents Jast spring
where commanity members planted vegetables
and learned about food production. The Earth
[hy celebrations were focused co the communi-
1y ganden areas of St Manes and Double Rock.
These areas contain raised beds or buxes char can
be planted and maintained by community mem-

bers throughoue the year. Members of the
Ademany and Alice Griffich Housing
Drevelopments participated in the plantings at
their respective sites and are now harvesting deli-
clous vegetables from their Aourishing boxes,
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Many of the projeces ar 5t. Mary’s and Double
Rock are a part of the Summer Youth Program
ar SLUG, The youth work hands-on ae the
farms for eight weeks out of the summer and
learn many different aspects of pardening and
horticuliure, Some of the projects this summer
included planting fruin trees ar St Marys,
installing irrigation, building new pathways,
aerating the pond, and warking in the native
planrs area, At Double Rock, the youth land-
scaped the garden pathways and planted natives
in the garden’s horders. The youth alse got
exprience h:trvcs-:ing and dlistributing the food

tor local communicies.

CLEQ MELSON COMMUMITY GARDEM

Oine ab the highlights of this past spring
SLUG was the recent remaming of the
Sunnydale Community Canden. The garden
was dedicated and named afier Cleo Nelson,
ane aof the mast enthusiastic gardiners ar the
Sunmydale site. A beantiful new garden sign,
painted by SLUG arist Bruce Hills, was
unveiled ac the raming ceremony arrended by
Sunnydale community members, friends and
Family of Miss Cleo {as she is affecrionarely
called), SLUG seafl, and the San Francisco
Public Housing Authority. e to Miss Cleo's
health, she has not been ahle 1o wend to the
garcen in recent months as she has since the
E_:i:ldl!.'rl ape ned in 1997, However, to anyones
who enters the Cleo Melson Crommunity
Garder, ir is apparent thar Miss Cleo has
blessed the garden with her vivacity and loving
spirir. The Cleo Melson Community Garden is
an insprration (o us all, and we appreciate the
beaury thar Miss Cleo and her garden have
browght 1o the communiry. She has shared a
great deal with the Sunnydale communizy
—pgood food, garden wisdam and Jors of love.

— JENMIEER FIEKIM
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