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SLUG Teens Take on New Challenges

Wikt Foe fearned at SEINT i boee to e O i
They saveght voe e to pet a fob, how to ace ar ane,
and froner te ‘;.’f&‘_lﬁl .'.i_,l;f.?.tt.*. T L—..T.rr!ﬂ'f Bore por g.-.r.rﬁ"r.u s
balicape @i high caliber. ! bnonw howr to speale puct
Lageed ar ot :pr'r:'.{'rr. Bue the wuain n'.u';.lg T hawe do s

v Dve feawned fave ta five an aelulr irg;,I'J,—-_ i

— Perchard Rowh, YOT Tnvern

A5 we prepare to harvest the crops of our
fourth summer season, it is exciting to see
SLUG incerns completing ambitious projects
at the Farm and ereating the foundations for
positive and healthy futures, The Su Mary's
Urban Youth Farm has become a model for
urban agriculture and youth employment. Naw
an institution in the neighborhood, the Farm
is known both as a lecation for job training
and opportunity and a scurce of fresh organic
produce for the community,

The overwhelming response to our outrezch

this summer {110 taans interviewed for 70 jobs!)
was a clear demenstration that, contrary to the
fmage often presented in the media, urban youth
are motivated to work and to contribuce to their
comnunities. When teens are presenced with an
interesting and rewarding aleermative, where they
can learn new skills and provide food for their
community — they step up to the challenge,

A different kind of summer job

Working ac the 5t. Mary's Farm, teens are pre-
sented with a unique job experience — unlike
their peers who may have worked over the
summer babysitting, serting mail or delivering
newspapers, the SLUG teens builc a pond,
restored native habitats, grew vegetables and
cared for fruit trees. The multitude of projects
going on at the Farm create a rich learning and
wurlgugg environment. JE'E,'IE: sheca

the work:thems the teens

at the chd of the

; C.érpmunity
ind take pride in a job well done.

fouth Programs Update

This summer youth interns assigned to the
Farim's erop areas learned techniques to maxi-
mize food production under the guidance of
Urban Agriculture Coordinator Kathi Colen, A
former instruccor at University of California at
Santa Cruz's Farm and Garden Apprenticeship
program, Kathi introduced new plant species to
the teens, from purple potatoes to companion
plants which actract beneficial insects.

In addition to tending crops, this summer the
SLUG crew broke ground on a bee deck, which
will house several hives of bees provided by the
San Francisco Beekespers Association, Once the
hives are up and humming, the teens will learn to
care for the bees and harvest the honey, which
will be processed and packaged for sale through
Urban Herbals. The teens are also growing tar-
ragon, jalapefios and garlic, all earmarked for
Urban Herbals vinegar and salsa production.

In connection with SLUG ecological restoration
projects in other parts of the Bayviow (see
Habitat Conservation Update), teens at the
Farm are rejuvenating the Farm's creek and
pond, and propagating native plants te attract
birds and butterflies. Meanwhile, one group is
focusing on major laindscaping improvements
in the frone of the Farm. This hardworking
crew cleared sut construction debris, reorga-
nized the materials recycling area, and planted
flowers in the entryway.

In completing these projeces, SLUG interns reap
the rewards of succeeding in a job where they
learn concrete skills, work hard, make friends
and contribute to the surrcunding community.
With the knowledge and confidence they gain at
the Farm, they are prepared to take on many
other challenges in their lives,

Wisivors are always welcome to visit the Farm
during open hours, which change seasonally {call
to confirm). Come by to check out the impres-
sive results of the SLUG teens” hard work!

— Lawrie Belion o Rachel Brafinsdy

[o July the veens isealled an §721 square foot pond Liee whach will male q‘_' I it possible to keep the pond full year round. Species to be threnduce:] include




SLUG ODFPDATE FallifSs

building community throuwgh gardening and grecuing

Taking a Break. Supervizor Carlos Mims, Assistant Gralton: Mims
and the Woadside L'Ind.x;l_[.'li: Interns kﬂ e the grounds of die Youth
Gundance Center in rip top shapel

At the Farm this summer [ worked on the
pond restoration. At first we had to pull all
native plants out and put them in flower
pots. After that we fine-tuned the pond by
pulling out all the weeds. Then we put the
liner on the floor of the pond and put the

gravel in. [ learned a great deal from

Jebn Caperton

SLUG. 1 finally accomplished something
worth being proud of. The one thing I am
SLUG Aftercare Program proud of is that I'm helping a community
Last January, SLUG was contracted by the Juvenile Probation Deparoment
to serve as the aftercare provider for youth leaving the Log Cabin Ranch, better understand rfw 6&!::m€ af nature,
a juvenile detention facilicy in La Honda. The SLUG casa manager, Millard

Chambers, meets with youth befare they leave the ranch, and provides — Antoine %gm*r ng IJ‘
intensive support during the crucial transition period following their release,

Youth Perspective: | B

| 18

Aftercare: The care, treatment, help or supervision given Lo 2 person 1998 Acmmphshmems 8
discharged from an institution {as 2 hospital or prison).
The aftercare pragram is a united fanily. A family that comes rogether 16,637 hours W”rkﬁd bl" H }'ﬂlfﬁl it 5 m“”tﬁ'E
as one and overcomes obstacles that stand in the way of achieving of SLUG's Youth 'm‘i‘mﬂ"P Pmﬂmm ;
bizher zeas: 20 youth participants in Log Cabin

e aftercare program is the key to freedom. The key ta becoming Aftercare Program,

mature, accurate, responsible, reliable team player.

When you talk to young kids at Log Cabin Ranch abour what they plan 2. Greeni Teant weekadys.

to de when they get released from LR, most of the time they don't
know or some say they plan o do the same thing they were doing

before they went to jail. Every dme you mention 3LUG to them, their The 1998 Summer Crep grown by the Youth Interns
first thought is; minimum wage. They said they could be making maore at 5t. Mary's Farm {a partial list)
selling drugs. That is not what the aftercare coordinator wanes. 5o they 2 rows of comn 48 Bell peppers
give us a key, But it is up to us to turn that key and open that door to &5 cuclmbers 260 dry beans
a safer and betrer life, 45 eggplants 260 green beans
— fuelio Pinel! 48 Jalapefio peppers Over | 200 potatoes of

48 tomatoes several varieties, fnchiding:
Suulicr Phanell v 18 yevirs olel, aonal fices oot eoinh SLUCT rince My Aféer grafeaeting 345 lettuce plants Yellow Finn, Russian Banana,
fram Lag Catin, he paricipated i ohe Aitan Werphborhoad Destp cavpentey 2 ollard All Blue, Red LaSoda
program and worked ar SLUG ae the same tfme, Fle i gow an aoitant in the 5 EmIch:f E, Ao

e

Conenitenity Gurdens ane Maintenanee Departiment.

Fasir phiotas by Varessa Mescer

cateails, irises, cow pursnips, bee plants, and monkey fowers! The pond water, 1+ withoa lide help from our windmill, will imprave irrigation af the Farm.
P § !




Habitat Conservation Update
@ Department is Born!

Saving ovr natural vesowrces while creating jobs and learning  several other groups aro
apportunities for wurban youth and adults. Restoring wildlife wotlang-aur tie oy Trail

i 3 ; i Project, extending over
habitals, growing native plants, producing compost and sh rmiles of the Bay Trail

teaching conservation. in the coming year,

| am delighted to repert on our newest department — Habitat Log Cabin Ranch
Conservation, Somea of our projects are new and some have been Hursery

long in the making, but they all focus on deepening and healing SV arews aid pale
our connection to each other and te the natural world, Through dents of the Log Cabin

creative urban restoration and conservation programs we link
envircnmental and social justice needs, and strengthen the web

of life we all depend upon far eur survival. Please jain in this effort
by getting involved with some of our proprams described belaw,

ranch youth detention
facility in La Honda have
been propagating up a
SLorm at cur native
Bayview Hill Matural Areas Management Program plant nursery. Look out

Making the world safe for native plants {and birds, beas and
schoolehildren!) is all in a day®s work for SLUGs restoration
ream on Bayview Hill. Wich the San Francisco Recreation and Park

1998 Accomplishments
10 new jobs created.

350 youth engaged in native grassland
and wetland restoration and education.

70,000 square feet of native grossiand
on Bayview Hill cleared of French Broom.

5,000 square feet of coostal prairie plont-
ed and maintained at St. Mary's Farm.

I 7,500 native plants propagated at Log
Cabin Mative Plant Mursery.

42 tans of brush kept from landfill by
Chipping and Composting Prograrn.

for cur Spring Plant Sale now in the planning stages.
(For more on this program, see page |8)

Diepartment, Brete Harte School and the Mative Plant Society we 5LUG Soils and the SF Landscape Brush Chipping

are protecting some of the City's most diverse and threatened and Composting Program

native grasstinds. With genercus grants from the Materials for the Future Foundation
Youth Conservation Leadership Propram and the S3an Francisco Recyeling Program, SLUG Soils and Compost

is building the b fi
Artention ducks, peese and cadfish; Housing soon available at the Ak e et ]

5t. Mary’s Farm pond and wetlands-space is limited! Thanks to the

Matienal Fish and Wildlife Foundation and the hard work of garden-

intern Youth Conservation Leaders and 5LUG crew members ac
‘e Farm, hundreds of schoolchildren and thousands of birds, bees

Cuestions? Give vz a call! (_,-_:i:"— e

future success, We bought a tractor and

fixed up our dump truck and are now building.a pad at the Farm
for making mountains of campost for sale’at lodal outlets. And
don’t forget about our brush drop-off at E];EFE'F'&?'gn Saturdays,

Il am. - 5 p.m. ar our mobile chipping $ervice for large landscapes.

-

d butterflies will have a new plce te live (andfor learn). Come o
on out 1o seal — Carl Grimm o -
R i /
Wetlands, Pier 98 and Bay Trail Projects A i 35 Fi
- -~ - . ——
SLUG has begun an exciting journey towards restoring the south- . F f,-:" 3 —
st waterfront with dozens of community groups and gevernment =25 28 e mcmeaai
agencies. And there is still time to catch up and get invalved in this 5 —~ = -—u-'-rﬂ“;t""_'*-lr y; 1 e T
vital work. Ve will be helping the Port of San Francisco with wet- r L e Al S oo
larvels rc;a.c_ur‘atlun and public ACCess iMprovements at F'IEIt 8. The oy \ Afier ereating werland habirats at the St,
Conservation Corps, San Francisco Beauriful, local agencies and_ .« bimedl - e Mary's Favm, we had planned 1o re-ineroduee
" -

the 5an Francizes Fork-tailed Dameelfly o s
restored habitar, Before we had the l;hz.n-l;r., we
were deliphted to discover that the Damselfly
(lzchnurs persina) re-inrrodoced eeselfl This

beautiful insect will ]m|p redwce mosquito,
aphid, and lafhopper populations .:II'ELE. Farm.
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Bestoration tearn members sirke 2 pose after a
]IIH'ILE'| ﬂ:k}' {ifl.lhlll.i.lilg Erench Broom [rom mative
grasslands on Rayview Hill, From left vo righe:
Trameka Fullboghe, Tuan Gonzales, Damarr
Simmuns. [)yrs]:u.:l 5:LI'I.11:I!\I.IJJ, Hl‘n:rll_'.r P!:[“:i]:-s
and George Kem



